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and was first performed by the Tallis Festival Choir
at Union Chapel, Islington, London, on 7 February 2010,
conducted by James Jarvis.

PART 1

In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was among the exiles by the river Chebar,
the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. As I looked, a stormy wind came out of the north:

a great cloud with brightness around it and fire flashing forth continually, and in the middle of the fire,

something like gleaming amber. When I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of someone speaking.

O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me
and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to a nation
of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day.

I looked, and a hand was stretched out to me, and a written scroll was in it. He spread it before me;

and written on it were words of lamentation and mourning and woe. He said to me, O mortal, eat what is offered to you;
eat this scroll, and go, speak to the people. So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. He said to me,

Mortal, eat this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it. Then I ate it; and in my mouth it was as sweet as honey.

The spirit lifted me up and bore me away; [ went in bitterness in the heat of my spirit. I came to the exiles at Tel-abib,
who lived by the river Chebar. And I sat there among them, stunned, for seven days.

PART 2

The word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, eat your bread with quaking, and drink your water with trembling and

with fearfulness; and say to the people of the land, Thus says the Lord God: the people shall eat their bread with
fearfulness, and drink their water in dismay, because their land shall be stripped of all it contains, on account of

the violence of all those who live in it. The inhabited cities shall be laid waste, and the land shall become a desolation;
and you shall know that [ am the Lord.

PART 3

The word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, with one blow I am about to take away from you the delight of your eyes;

yet you shall not mourn or weep, nor shall your tears run down. Sigh, but not aloud; make no mourning for the dead.

So I spoke to the people in the morning, and at evening my wife died. And on the next morning I did as I was commanded.

PART 4

The word of the Lord came to me: O Mortal, I have made you a sentinel. Therefore prophesy, and say to the mountains,
Thus says the Lord God: you shall shoot out your branches, and yield your fruit to my people;

for they shall soon come home. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses,
and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you;

and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.

Then he brought me to the gate. And there the glory of God was coming from the east; the sound was like the sound of
mighty waters; and the earth shone with his glory. As the glory of the Lord entered the temple, the spirit lifted me up,
and brought me into the inner court; and the glory of the Lord filled the temple.

Text adapted by James Lavino from the Book of Ezekiel (NRSV)

NOTE: The Bass Drum and soprano soloist should be
hidden from view but should not be 'offstage’ (i.e., sound
distant or muffled). In a gallery, or behind the audience,
would be good.

DURATION: 12 MINUTES
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